problem was considered, the American*, British and Soviet
Governments acknowledged it as quite fair to regard the
enemy's navy as war booty, not to be included in repara-
tions.
This is not the first time, when considering the question
of reparations, we find representatives of countries wJioso
territories were not invaded by the "enemy approaching this
question in a different way from the Soviet Union. After all,
one cannot just express sympathy for the nations which suf-
fered foreign invasion and at the same* time appeal to them
to "forget about reparations." This would only be another
proof of the Russian proverb that "the well-fed do not un-
derstand the hungry." Yet, it is known from official state-
ments in the Italian press what enormous occupation ex-
penses Italy is bearing in favour of Britain and the United
States. Even a slight reduction of these occupation expenses,
which run into several billion dollars, would suffice to enable
Kaly to meet the reparations claims of the Soviet Union. On
the other hand, we are well aware thai Italian industry is
in need of orders. Meeting of the reparations demands of
the Soviet Union would provide Italiap. industry with sub-
stantial orders for a number of years, without imposing any
great burden on che Italian budget. Bill? for some reason, the
principal objections of the American and British side are
precisely to Italy's meeting the reparations by deliveries of
goods to the Soviet Union. The assertion that such deliveries
by Italian industry would be made at the cost of the financ-
ing of Italy by the United Stales and Great Britain is totally
unfounded. On the other hand, it cannot be considered prop-
er that Italian industry should be regarded as subservient
to the interesls of American and British industrial circles.*
Italy's national industry has a big past, and new and exten-
sive prospects for development should now open before it
If we are not interfered with, the Soviet Union and Italy will
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